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SECURITY PROVIDED AT FRIDAY NIGHT SHABBAT SERVICES - SERVICES ALSO AVAILABLE ON ZOOM

Friday - January 2, 2026 - 6:30 p.m.  
Led by Paul and Chel Zipperstein
Rabbi Cohn will speak on "Jew of the Year for 2025"
Oneg Shabbat hosted by Roberta and Phil Gold in honor of Rabbi Hillel Cohn

Saturday - January 3, 2026
Parashat Vayechi -   - Genesis 47:28-50:26
Haftarah - I Kings 2:1-12

Friday - January 9, 2026 - 6:30 p.m. 
Led by Rabbi Cantor Bern-Vogel
Oneg Shabbat hosted by Cheryl Bardowell in celebration of her graduation from the San
Bernardino County Sheriff’s Citizen Volunteer Academy. 

Saturday - January 10, 2026
Torah Study - 9:15 a.m.
Shabbat Morning Service - 10:00 a.m
Led by Rabbi Cantor Bern-Vogel
Parashat Shemot   -   - Exodus 1:1-6:1
Haftarah - Isaiah 27:6-28:13, 29:22-23

Friday - January 16, 2026 - 6:30 p.m.  - MLK Shabbat
Led by Rabbi Cantor Bern-Vogel - Joined by Clergy from local faith groups and their
choirs.
Oneg Shabbat hosted by Sisterhood

Saturday - January 17, 2026
Parashat Vaera   -  -  Exodus 6:2-9:35
Haftarah - Ezekiel 28:25-29:21

Friday - January 23, 2026 - 6:30 p.m.
Led by Rabbi Cantor Bern-Vogel
Oneg Shabbat hosted by Sisterhood

Saturday - January 24, 2026
Parashat Bo -   - Exodus 10:1-13:16
Haftarah - Jeremiah 46:13-28  

Friday - January 30, 2026 - 6:30 p.m. - Shabbat Shira - A Choral Shabbat in Song
Led by Rabbi Cantor Bern-Vogel 
Oneg Shabbat hosted by Sisterhood

Saturday - January 31, 2026
Torah Study - 9:15 a.m.
Shabbat Morning Service - 10:00 a.m
Led by Rabbi Cantor Bern-Vogel
Parashat Beshalach -   - Exodus 13:17-17:16
Haftarah - Judges 4:4-5:31
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Just when we thought we had 2025 down, it’s time to start changing the number
again!

At our Interfaith Thanksgiving Service in November, already two months ago,
one of the speakers remarked, “Too bad we only get together like this once a year.”
At that moment, it hit me - why indeed, just once a year? Why not create another
opportunity? When I suggested the idea to a couple of people, I was delighted that
they shared my enthusiasm, and so our INTERFAITH SHABBAT MLK EVENT
was born. 

We will be welcoming faith leaders and choirs of various churches and the Islamic community to be
with us for our MLK Shabbat service of RECONCILIATION:  MOVING FORWARD IN HOPE AND
PEACE on January 16th at 6:30 p.m. 

As we head into the second half of this decade in this age of AI and technology, we will have to work
even harder at guarding truth, humanity, and the simple values we endeavor to teach our children. The
ugliness of Racism, Antisemitism, intolerance, and misunderstandings throughout the world makes it
more important than ever to find ways to humanly connect. We can benefit from one another's wisdom
and strength, which is what we aim to do on this special Friday in January.  We hope you will join us!  

Like an unchecked cancer, hate corrodes the personality and eats away its vital unity. Hate destroys a
man's sense of values and his objectivity. It causes him to describe the beautiful as ugly and the ugly as

beautiful, and to confuse the true with the false and the false with the true. - MLK 

Continuing Series - Our Beloved Choir Members: 

I'm Maurine Deen, a retired elementary school teacher. I was born and raised in Los Angeles.
After marrying my husband, who worked for BNSF Railway, we moved to Hinkley (yes, that
Hinkley of Erin Brokovich fame) before relocating to Redlands (thank goodness, because country
living was NOT the life for me) where we raised our two children. 

I have had the joy of singing with CEE since Musica Viva days with Dr Lois Musmann. Since
then, I've sung for High Holy Days services and other events.  I find the HHD services to be
deeply moving, and I look forward to participating in them each year.

In addition to being part of the CEE choir, I also sing with St Dunstan's Choir at Trinity
Episcopal Church and with the Community Chorus of Redlands. (This is where I insert a
shameless plug for CCR -- we have a wonderful musical season this year, and I invite everyone to
our concerts. Check our Facebook page for upcoming events. Oh, and we will be singing some
secular songs in Hebrew during one of our concerts, so I hope my exposure to Hebrew will help
with pronunciation!) 

With blessings for 2026 of shalom, salaam, and peace - 

Rabbi Cantor Jennifer Bern-Vogel
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Board of Directors Meeting
Thursday, January 15, 2025

7:00 pm 
All are welcome

______________________________________

Sisterhood Meeting
Sunday, January 11, 2025 at 12:30 p.m.

Sisterhood sponsored the Oneg
Shabbat on December 5th

honoring Julie Strain, a true
Woman of Valor.

Rabbi Cantor called all Sisterhood
members to come to the bima to

join in reciting the
V’ahavta, enjoying a truly warm
moment. Julie’s mother, Francine

Wixen from Indio, attended
services which was a nice surprise

for Julie.
Julie touches everyone and all

aspects of our Temple Community
and she does it with warmth,

knowledge and quite a passion for
our welfare. 

Thank you Julie for all you do for
Congregation Emanu El.

It was wonderful
seeing so many of you at
our Sisterhood Hanukkah
dinner and service, as well
as at our annual Light Up
the Night celebration in
Downtown Redlands. The
Festival of Lights is truly a

special time, and sharing it together made it all
the more meaningful.  

Abundant thanks to the Redlands Police
Department for providing increased security
during this event as well as increased patrols of
our synagogue campus.  The recent antisemitic
events here locally and in Australia highlight
the importance of community and how we
must stay connected for the common good.

As we begin this new year, I want to wish
each of you a very peaceful, happy and healthy
2026. May we carry forward this year all that
is good, bright, and meaningful in our lives and
community.

Lastly, as we continue our rabbinic search,
I encourage every one of you to stay connected
and engaged with our congregation. We are on
the cusp of wonderful things here at
Congregation Emanu El, and I look forward to
moving forward—together—with each and
every one of you.

Here’s to a meaningful and beautiful 2026!

Cheers,

Greg Weissman 
Temple President

Happy New Year!
Welcome to 2026.
Another year to look
forward to the programs,
activities, social events,
learning opportunities, and
spending time with friends
here at Congregation

Emanu El. 
Plan on being at Shabbat Services on,

January 16th, when we will honor Martin
Luther King, Jr. with  faith leaders and their
choirs from our community.  

We very fortunate for the generosity of our
members and many non-members who are
supported of our Congregation in 2025.  We
are very thankful to have a very caring
community.

May 2026 be a wonderful year for us all!

Julie Strain 
jbstrain1130@gmail.com
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With Gratitude from Sisterhood
Just like the candles we lit at our festive
dinner, the spirit of giving and kindness
shine brightly in this special group of
people. Their generosity and time
volunteering at this year’s Hanukkah
Shabbat Dinner deserves Special
Recognition & Thanks:

Stephen and Karyn Lehmann
Michelle Zipperstein

Gillian Block
Jackelin Orellana

Julie Strain
Jeanne Silberstein

Lisa Wise Wolk & Kerry Wolk
Howard Leidner

Myong Kurily
Jill Weissman

Barbara Smith 

I am especially grateful to Kathy Trainor for
her incredible organizational skills.

Thank you all from the bottom of my
heart, Ilene Mino & Sisterhood 

Sisterhood is all about
celebrating the joy of
Judaism together!

We recently hosted a
wonderful Shabbat Hanukkah
dinner where we gathered for
meaningful prayer with Rabbi
Cantor Jennifer, enjoyed

entertainment from our SJL students, and
relished delicious, traditional latkes made by
Stephen Lehmann and his dedicated crew. A big
thank you goes out to Kathy Trainor for
organizing yet another beautiful evening that
fostered a true sense of community belonging. It
was great seeing everyone there!

We have much to look forward to in
2026. The Mahjong tournament is making its
return on Monday, February 16th (President’s
Day weekend). Since this is now Sisterhood’s
largest fundraiser, we would deeply appreciate
your help with prize donations. We need them
all, big or small! Simply drop them off at the
temple office during the hours 10:00 a.m.-2:00
p.m. or Sundays during SJL.

May the new year bring peace to the
world and joy to you and your loved ones.
Ilene Mino, Sisterhood President 

Mental Health Awareness in Action
Youth Documentary Academy

If a dear young friend of yours had killed himself,
and you wanted to memorialize him to show the world
how special he was, how loveable he was, how would
you do that?

Recently, KVCR-TV showed two short films that
teen-age girls created to honor their friends, both boys
who died by suicide. The girls were helped in their
creations by something called the Youth Documentary
Academy that brings professional filmmakers to work
with budding filmmakers. 

One, Kalia Hunter, was honoring her friend, Dom.
She saw him as a creative, energetic, loving natural
leader who had many devoted friends, but who
suffered terribly when his mother suddenly died and
his father was away in Afghanistan in the U.S.
military. Dom changed radically and before very long,
he took his own life.

Another, Kallista Palapas, lost her friend, Ricky
when he was 16 years old. He always appeared to be
happy. He was social and generous, but no one could
see inside his heart. He had sought therapy years ago,
but none of his friends knew his inner sufferings. Until
one day he shot himself and died. Kallista saw Ricky’s
refusal to show his heart to even his best friends as the
central reason he ended his life. If only…… 

If only we all could be more open with our
difficulties…. If only we could admit we need support
and help….If only we could admit we need a good
friend to confide in….Wouldn’t we all be better off,
more comfortable with the world and with ourselves?

Over and over we have said “Talk about it,”
whatever the “it” is – anxiety, depression, emotional
pain, thoughts about suicide. Could Ricky be looking
down from wherever he has gone and wondering how
things might have been different if he had talked to
Kallista about his despair? She had her ears open and
ready. He had a life ahead of him. Kallista’s film, “I’ll
Be There,” begs us all to be there for each other and to
talk about our inner hearts.

A new year is here. Let’s make it one where we
talk about it and where we listen with our open hearts.
When two hearts join in mutual acceptance and trust,
the world and life start glowing.

Happy (secular) New Year,
Nancy Sidhu and Heidi Nimmo, Co-Chairs, Mental
Health Awareness In Action (MHAIA)
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Hanukkah Songs and Lights

December was all about standing up for oneself  and others, while discovering how “doing the
right thing” relates to good decision-making, empathy, and character. We made snack bags for
Mica House in Redlands and included sweet notes of positive thoughts. Students enjoyed the
blessings and cultural fun of Chaunkah, with our party on the 14th, Latke Dinner on the 19th, and
ending with Light Up the Night on the 20th. Special thanks to Michelle Zipperstein for leading the
students in their musical performance.  

Since even our youngest students can potentially be exposed to antisemitism in different forms,
which can lead to much confusion in young minds as to what it 
means to be a Jew in the modern world. We are focusing on increasing our Jewish pride. Ben
Freeman has carried out speaking engagements all over the world on the topic of Jewish pride and
how it enhances children’s self worth. His research has shown that focusing on increasing Jewish
pride “...is a proven antidote to the destructive power of hate”.  At SJL we will continue to focus
on strengthening our student’s Jewish pride through rejoicing in our Jewish traditions, holidays,
music, literature and expressing  our love for Judaism, as well as our social justice projects for
this year. Speaking of; Emerson’s Book Drive has +1,000 books! Thank you to all our donors.

Just like Emerson, as you step into this New Year, may your journey be filled with new
adventures and countless stories to discover! Just like the books she has collected may each day
bring you a new chapter of joy, growth, and inspiration. Cheers to a year of exploration,
imagination, and collaboration….

With Love,
Miss Ilene, Miss Karyn, & Miss Shaina

in
Our

Community
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Rabbi Cantor Bern-Vogel will be joined by 
Clergy from local faith groups and their choirs.

Rabbi Cohn to deliver sermon on
“Jew of the Year for 2025”

On Friday night, January 2nd, Rabbi Emeritus Hillel Cohn will deliver the sermon at our
Erev Shabbat service. He will speak on “Jew of the Year for 2025.” In 1974 Rabbi Cohn
began the custom of devoting the first sermon of the new secular year to announcing his
choice of a “Jew of the year” for the secular year just ended. He continued that practice
over the years in our congregation as well as the two congregations that he served after
retiring as our rabbi in 2001 (Adat Ari El in Las Vegas and Sun City Jewish Services in
Palm Desert). We look forward to learning whom Rabbi Cohn has selected as the “Jew of
the Year for 2025”.

Thank you God for creating the fruit tree.

Please join us for a
Tu B'Shvat Seder

Sunday, February, 1st at 10:30 a.m.
with the children and families of SJL.

 
Just as at a Passover seder, symbolic foods are eaten in a special order in

celebration of the important role trees play in our life. It’s traditional to eat
Israeli fruits, such as figs, dates, and carobs.

Engage and learn about Tu B’Shvat with  a sampling of different types of fruits
and nuts, juice, and challah.

We will review the blessing we say before eating fruit with the children, borei
p’ri ha’eitz, while enjoying the morning together.

at 6:30 p.m.
January 16, 2026
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Happy New Year from YOUR 
Congregation Emanu El Sisterhood GIFT SHOP.

We trust that your Chanukkah Holiday was full of light and love. 

You took advantage of all the decorations, toys, candles, 
books and family games that were on sale.  Most of our items were 

priced at or below what you'd find on Amazon. 

There's really no reason not to shop your own Synagogue Gift shop!

Proceeds from gift shop sales help support Sisterhood projects and events
throughout the year. School for Jewish Living, Community get togethers,

Onegs, Kitchen upkeep and servers for events.

We're beginning a New Year! It's January, so it must be JBT!! 
What's that you say?

It's our sale on JEWELRY, BOOKS & TEA!!!
Any of these items over $5.01 are at least 30% off 

Earrings, Rings, Necklaces, Bracelets, History, Meditation and Journaling with
a Cuppa from our selection of JEW TEA ISM herbal and caffeinated flavors.

Warm yourself up, relax and bling out. 

What a way to start off the New Year in a good way.

Gift Shop open during SJL or by appointment.
Please contact Lisa Wise-Wolk at 909-723-3238 or Barb Smith at 909-801-4436

SISTERHOOD
GIFT SHOP
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We rejoice with those whose birthdays occur in January and wish them a Mazal Tov:

3-January Eliana Shoji (9 years old) 
8-January Karen Levine 
11-January Emma Lehmann
15-January Ellen Weisser
16-January Judith Charlick
20-January Judith Whitner

21-January Jeanne Raynes
23-January Eliora Mendez (10 years old)
27-January James Knox
28-January Scott Wilkie
30-January Grace Lehmann
30-January David Mino

We gratefully acknowledge these contributions to our various temple funds:

TEMPLE FUND
In observance of the Yahrzeits of…
William Becker by Vickie and Steve Becker
Max Hanover by Marsha and George Hanover
Max Yaffee by Deborah and Daniel Schwartz
Sam Schwartz by Deborah and Daniel Schwartz
Leon Darling by The Carbaugh Family
David Nickel by Karen and Stephen Levine
Herbert Lubell by Jeffrey Lubel
Richard G. Simon by Bonnie Konowitch
Jean Moss by Lawrence Novack
Yetta Schwartz by Deborah and Daniel Schwartz
Chassie Nelko by Deborah and Daniel Schwartz
Albert Weiss by Ellen Weiss
Norman Leviant by Ellen Weiss
Ethel Bittker by Ellen Weiss
Thomas McAfee by Ellen Weiss
Max Hanover by Norman and Marylou Hanover

CHERRIE LUBEY SISTERHOOD FLOWER FUND 
In observance of the Yahrzeit of…
Leon Darling by Nancy Darling
Mae Cohen by Monique Coleman
Hal Herman by Harriet Herman
Israel Gold by Roberta and Philip Gold

In Memory of…
Robin Uffer by Karen Uffer

RABBI CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In observance of the Yahrzeits of…
Judge Christy Donenfeld by Jay Donenfeld

In honor of…
Rabbi Cantor Jennifer Bern-Vogel by Karen Uffer
Rabbi Cantor Jennifer Bern-Vogel by Ann and Asher
Sheppard

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In honor of…
Rabbi Hillel Cohn by Karen Uffer
Rabbi Hillel Cohn by Ann and Asher Sheppard
Rabbi Hillel Cohn by Leslie and Richard Pedersen

CEMETERY FUND
In observance of the Yahrzeit of…
Samuel Brill by Shelley and Barry Silver
Louis Secofsky by Steve Secofsky
Dr. Abram Hodes by Esther and Jay Hodes

WILLIAM RUSSLER MEMORIAL ARCHIVES
In observance of the Yahrzeit of…
Jacqueline Q. Russler by Gwynneth Russler and J.
Tunnney

LEONE HYMAN MEMORIAL BRI’T OLAM FUND
In memory of…
Leone Hyman by Jill Arnstein
Leone Hyman by Anonymous

SCHOOL FOR JEWISH LIVING FUND
In observance of the Yahrzeit of…
Sgt. David Roten Jr. KIA Afghanistan by Vickie and
Steve Becker
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The following Yahrzeits will be observed during the month of January: Those with a () are inscribed on the Wall
of Perpetual Memorial:

January 2-3 January 9-10 January 16-17 January 23-24 January 30-31

Leon L. Arnold
Esther Braviroff
Paul Brownstein
Ruth Comstock
Dorathy Eckstein
Madeline Finkle
Aaron Fohrman
Albert  Goodman
Harriet Harris
Henry Helman
William Katzman
Louis Kitay
Barbara Lanthier
Esther Levin
Morris Meyer
 Milton Powell
Bernard Rest
 Jerry Ripley
Abraham Rosenzweig
Rose Rubel
Hyman Shane
Samuel Smith
Jess H. Speyer
Emma Strauss
Beatrice Walder
Robert Wenker

Rita Albert
Dan Bennell
Max Sauel Berman
Hugo Blum
Jack J. Blumberg
 Philip Cohn
 Lillian Donenfeld
 Gerald Stanley Fingerut
Esther Rogers Fox
Becky Hanover
Rachel Harris
Barbara Hurok
Beatrice M. Kahn
Belle Kantor
Aaron M. Kattan
Al Lavitt
Percy Levenson
Daniel Marcus
Harry H. Mathews
Curtiss Mueller
Henry Offe
Joseph Z. Olenick
Barbara E. Parkin
Isadore Press
Roger J Press
 Benjamin Rifkin
 Guenther C. Rimbach
Maurice Rogers
Tillie Shane
 Morris Skolnek
Lillian Sutton
LeRoy S. Teeter
 Mildred Weiner
Sypera Wilkin
Morris Wiseman
Cantor Gregory Yaroslow
Hyman Zlatin

Harry Abber
Audrey Chieffo
Jennie Davis
Marcia Frisch
Jack Gard
Henrietta  Goodman
Isadore Greenwald
Erma W. Haydis
Lionel S. Heller
Aurelian Larry Iancu
Harold Kassel
Robert Kaufman
Joel Alan Kaufman
Allen Kayrell
William Klein
Julius Yoel Kreger
Norman Leviant
Shirley Levin

Renee Moonshine
Walter Newberger
David Paris
Jordan Patrovsky
Mickel Rappaport
Elayne Raynes
Dorothy Robin
Herman Roshwald
Jennie Rothstein
Ida Shapiro
Dorothy Sharelson
Sam Skadron
Dora Cohen Snyder
Henry R. Weinberg
Charles Yelsa

Pearl Alexander
Samuel Arbeitsman
Benjamin Axelrod
Samuel Blumenthal
Melvyn Carsman
 Eve Charlick
Mark Greenky
Bess Jarson
Ina Katz
Adam Kaufman
Florence Kristal
Fannie Lapides
Bernice Lipsky
Fay Meyer
Yetta Robbins
James R. Rosen
Jenny Scher
Rose Stelzer
Peter Virshup
Melvin N. Walder
Shirley Weinstein
Fannie Weisser

Rose Aronoff
Jennie Berman
Anna Blaiss
Luella Cohen
Florence Connell
Michael Craely

James Darling
Maury Doros
Joseph Erlanger
Louis Fox
Lillian Gimble
Max Goodman
Gertrude Kerner
Samuel Klein
Ralph Kress
Minnie Kritzer

Anne Lebowitz
Leah Levene
S. Harry Litsky
Steven L. Lubey
Rose K. Meyers
Katie Philipson
Samuel Snyder
Rebecca Solter
Nathan Sorkin
Samuel Steinsapir
Jack Vaugall
David Walder
Jan Weinstein
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Member, Union for Reform Judaism (URJ)

THE BULLETIN - CONGREGATION EMANU EL
Published monthly by Congregation Emanu El, 1495 Ford Street, Redlands CA 92373.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Congregation Emanu El, 1495 Ford Street, Redlands CA 92373

1495 Ford Street - Redlands CA 92373

Rabbi Cantor Jennifer Bern-Vogel
Hillel Cohn, Rabbi Emeritus 

General Inquiries: 909-307-0400 / cee@emanuelsb.org 
Rabbi Cantor Jennifer Bern-Vogel:  cantorjenbv@emanuelsb.org

School for Jewish Living: sjl@emanuelsb.org
Rabbi Emeritus Hillel Cohn: 909-771-6178 / rabbihcohn1@cs.com

Judy Filsinger, Temple Administrator: 909-307-0400 / templeadmin@emanuelsb.org 
Our website: www.emanuelsb.org

Greg Weissman, President • Scott Wilkie, Vice President • Julie Strain, CFO • Sidra Knox, Secretary
Immediate Past President, Paul Zipperstein

Ilene Mino, President, Sisterhood 
Steven Becker, Member-at-Large

Board of Directors: Stacy Knox • Karyn Lehmann • Seth Poulin • Kathy Trainor
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